Cyclox meeting 6 October 2004

Minutes

 (taken by Ros Weatherall)

attendance

Alyn Still, Andrew Nairne, Simon Banks, James Dawton, Dominic Schofield, James Styring, Tom Cox (chair), Harriet Waters, Anne Joshua, Ed Lehmann ... and others

1.  Green News (annual news of Oxfordshire Green Party) will be asked to carry an ad for Cyclox - decided to go for the smallest (and cheapest) ad to start with.

2.  Cllr David Robertson (County Executive Member for Transport) has been forced to tell the council (OCC) that he will increase cycle parking in the city, as a result of Cyclox's survey and a subsequent council resolution heavily in favour of more cycle parking. Cyclox representatives are meeting David Robertson on 14 October and 10 November.

3.  European Car Free Day - the cyclists' breakfast in Broad St attracted about 220 people, around 100 signed the petition for a city wide 20mph zone. The stall in Cornmarket gave out information about walking, copies of the city bike map, and also collected signatures. See the Cyclox Media section of the 

4.  Simon Banks reported a possible police initiative to start issuing fixed penalty notices to cyclists without lights, the penalty would then be dropped/reduced if the cyclist went and bought a set of lights from a participating  bike shop. (There was a lengthy discussion following this: one person was against, others seemed to support the idea). James D will make contact with the relevant police persons; James S will do a press release. 

5.  Botley Road and railway bridge: Simon Banks showed the boards he has been using to get cyclists using the Botley Road interested in possible solutions to the railway bridge problems. Alternatives are: an eastward on road bike lane (there is already a westward lane) - problem: this would have to be very narrow, 0.8 metres, not really recommended in national guidance. However it may draw drivers' attention to the cyclists. The other is a two level solution with a raised walkway, over a cycle 'tunnel' at carriageway level. The walkway would be more level with the Botley Road pavement, and could then turn left into the station area beside the bike parking area, so people on foot would have a nicer route to the lights and a shorter route into the station. Simon has been discussing this with the road safety officers and county engineers who are currently very negative: however he has tracked down a previous employee of OCC who had the same idea 12 years ago and still has a copy.

6.  Still Botley Road, the dangerous part just before the railway bridge - suggested that Cyclox could help pay for a sign in the Botley Road to warn cyclists of left-turning lorries here - this is where one cyclist fatality and one serious injury to a cyclist have occurred in the last 4 years. This was rejected after some discussion.

7.  Traffic Management Orders - Simon would like Cyclox to take OCC to court over the publication of Traffic Management Orders that are incorrect leading to nonsenses.The meeting was not in favour of this, as it might be counterproductive.

8. The meeting then broke into small groups to brainstorm ideas for Cyclox campaigns/activities/aims for the coming year. The list follows; these will be discussed and prioritised at the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned 9pm. Next meeting: Dominic to chair; Ed will take minutes.

Cyclox’s ideas for 2005

What shall we do and when? Whet your appetite with this list and come to the next meeting with your own suggestions too.

Next Cyclox public meeting: Weds 3rd November at 7.00 p.m. East Oxford Community Centre (44b Princes St, on the corner of Cowley Rd and Princes St).

1. General lobbying of councillors both County and City. Esp anyone on transport committees.

2. Family cycle training and cycle training in schools. 

3. Keep up pressure for more and better cycle parking. 

4. More efficient use of activists eg set up specialised subgroups.

5. More 'fun' and social events eg breakfasts, rides.

6. Campaign for legal cycling - eg waistcoats to declare that we ride legal, other ways to encourage good behaviour eg pack for all new students cf Sheffield example.

7. Invite Cllr Robertson to one of our meetings.

8. Mudguard stickers with Cyclox contact info.

9. More joined up cycle routes rather than short stretches of cycle lane.

10. Set up mechanism for Cyclox input to next Local Transport Plan.

11. Start countdown to next Council elections.

12. Promote cyclists' hub in new Westgate development - with secure cycle parking, cycle repairs, showers, shop etc so bikes can be left safely all day in city centre (Modern Art Museum visitors complain about lack of cycle parking nearby).

13. Cycle storage provision at Park and Rides - plus safe routes for cyclists into each Park and Ride.

14. Car Free Day 2005 - to get both Councils to do something positive next year.

15. Festivals and Fairs - organise stalls at as many as possible.

16. County to have a named accountable Cycling Officer.

17. Plan ahead for next summer's Bike Week.

18. Get Council to have a year of prioritising cycling.

19. Work on possible improvements to the Plain - John Cramer (engineer) is supposed to be looking at this area.

20. Christmas Newsletter to Cyclox members to keep them informed.

21. Awards for cycle friendly employers in Oxfordshire.

22. Build up area groups of Cyclox.

23. Information to help people become more active onto Cyclox website.

