
Frideswide Square
What if the traffic was diverted?



Frideswide Square
Current Situation

ÅTraffic dominates

ÅSeveral good facades

ÅReasonable space in front of Business School

ïbut  little reason to stop there

ÅA few trees

ÅPedestrian desire lines obstructed

ÅLittle sense of place



Scheme Objectives

Requirements

ÅSafe

ÅAccess to Station

ÅSufficient Traffic Capacity

ÅExcellent Public Realm

ÅCope with downstream 
queuing in PM peak

Desirable

ÅPriority for bus/cycle/walk

ÅAttractive for cycle/walk

ÅAttractive place to be



Design Rationale

Rationale

ÅSeparating traffics allow 
junctions/crossings to be 
optimised for each

ÅAlternative station entrance 
available in Becket St 

ÅPedestrians want short 
distances and waits

ÅCyclists prefer to keep left, 
or have traffic stopped

ÅUsers can share space if 
traffic volume removed

Illustrative Drawings

üOutline junction design
(to allow confirmation of 
sufficient traffic capacity)

ü Illustrative crossing design
(to indicate the simplicity 
achievable when conflicts 
with general traffic 
movements are minimised)

ü Illustrative paving design
(to demonstrate the space 
that becomes available)



Frideswide Square
Illustrative design with traffic diverted



Frideswide Square
Illustrative design with traffic diverted

ÅThis illustrative design uses formal crossings & priority 
junctions (consider alternatives)

ÅCrossings create gaps in traffic flow, when traffic is too heavy 
for informal crossing

ÅThe only formal access restriction is on the link between the 
square and Botley Road (to be bus/cycle/emergency only)

ÅStation drop-off available at new station entrance (access via 
Becket St)



Osney Lane
Illustrative design with traffic diverted



Osney Lane
Illustrative design with traffic diverted

Å Indicative phasing:

a) Traffic West<>South, pedestrians East<>West 
+ traffic West>North if no pedestrians

b) Traffic North>West/South and West>North

c) Traffic South>North, pedestrians North<>South 
+ traffic South>West if no pedestrians

ÅWill be much easier to optimise than existing

ÅCycle lanes kept to minimum



Summary

Advantages

ÅExcellent city gateway

ÅSpace for trees

ÅtƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άǇƭŀŎŜέ

ÅGood traffic capacity

ÅAttractive for cycle/walk

ÅPriority for bus/cycle/walk

ÅCopes well with 
downstream queuing

Disadvantages

ÅTraffic diversion

ÅSubstantial extra traffic on 
Becket St and Osney Lane


