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The Cycling Campaign for Oxford





Cyclox meeting with Oxfordshire County Councillors Rodney Rose and Arash Fatemian 4th February 2010

James Styring and Alison Hill invited Cllrs Rose and Fatemian on a cycle tour of the city centre to demonstrate the key issues for cyclists travelling east/west and north/south through the city centre. Cllrs Rose and Fatemian travelled in a cycle rickshaw, courtesy of Oxon Carts, and were accompanied by James and Alison on their bikes. 

We met them at 12.30 pm outside County Hall, and cycled to the junction with New Inn Hall Street, then down St Ebbes, Pembroke Street, up St Aldates to Carfax, and then back via Brewer Street.  

We observed and pointed out the following:

· Some cyclists cycling west along Queen Street which was clear of buses at that time and was not crowded with pedestrians. 

· Some cyclists along New Inn Hall Street (allowed as part of the National Cycle Network) having problems negotiating with pedestrians and parked vehicles. 

· No cyclists on Cornmarket, which was very busy with pedestrians.

· Lots of bikes parked against railings and cycle stands full. 

· The problems of the current advisory east/west cycle route via Pembroke Street (going East) and Brewer Street (going West) to avoid pushing bikes along Queen Street, which require a substantial detour, and a considerable slope going back up St Ebbes to Queen Street. 

Following the cycle tour we had a meal and discussed Cyclox’s current campaigns (a coherent cycle network for the city, LTP3, Bike Polite and cycling to work).  Cllrs Rose and Fatemian expressed considerable interest in addressing the needs of cyclists in the city centre and would take back our views to officers.  Cllr Fatemian agreed that he would support Bike Polite. We were joined latterly by the leader of the County Council, Cllr Keith Mitchell.
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